


.Catch- Guntersville" Bass
Just Below The Grass Mats
For a summer bite, key on irregular edges of matted-up

hydrilla,and milfoil and drop 'a I-oz. jig down through it.
By Brad Gill

By June, most of Guntersville's surface
will mat up with hydrilla and milfoil.
Key on points or cuts in the grass.
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Guntersville guide and tournamenHisherman Curt Staley said grass edges in 12 to
14 feet of water are great places to catch big sacks in June and July.

I had just pulled my plum-colored slung the Gunt(frsville bass in the boat
worm through a thick. area of grass and couldn't believe the size.
when a fish thumped it. Ireeled up the "Not even a keeper," I told Curt.'
slack, felt the fish take in the worm and "Nope ... those river fish are
I set the hook. mean," he told me.

"It's a good one," I told Curt. My bass was a 14-inch fighter,
For a second I couldn't lJlove the Guntersville bass must, be 15 inches to

fish as it stayed buried in the shallow keep.
grass, but I was soon able to bring it "Just wait until you get a 4-

fr~e and a nard-pulling fight was on. I pounder on," he laughed.
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I was slowly working a Texas­
rigged 01 Monster worm across a
hump, hoping I'd quickly get the
chance to sling a Lake Guntersville
bass in the boat. It was early May, and

this shallow, 2-foot-
.~ deep hump I was

already starting to
clump nicely with
hydrilla and milfoil
grasses.

"These shallow

humps .will be the
first places to mat
up," said Curt Staley
of Owens Crossroads. '

"The thicker clumps
of grass on these humps are holding the
fish right now; sometimes it's just a
good idea to camp out in these areas."

Camping out is what we did. Curt
made sJow circles around the hump,
and we made dozens of casts to thor­

oughly cover the hump from all sides.
"This thing's about 50 yards long

and 20 yards wide and haspeagravel
on it," said Curt. ''I'm sure there's
some fish bedded on it. They'll make a
hole in that grass.",




